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	June 29, 1999
	Gracanica Monastery


REPORT 

SECURITY SITUATION FOR THE KOSOVO SERB COMMUNITY

	INTRODUCTION:
	On June 29, a high delegation of the Serbian Orthodox Church led by His Holiness Patriarch Pavle, Bishops Artemije and Atanasije, Mr. Momcilo Trajkovic, three British KFOR chaplains and a group of journalists traveled around Kosovo in the following direction: Gracanica – Lipljan – Prizren – Djakovica – Decani – Pec – Srbica (Devic) – Mitrovica – Pristina.

	
	

	OBJECTIVE:
	The main objective of this report is to give a detailed overview of the security situation as we experienced it on the ground and suggest our recommendations for the improvement of the security conditions for the Serb population in Kosovo and Metohija.

	
	

	SUMMARY:


	There is a general assessment that Serb inhabitants which we had an opportunity to see and talk to live in appallingly difficult condition. The security situation is extremely dissatisfactory. In fact in the western part of the province there are only several hundreds of Serbs left. Those who have not found a temporary and safe refuge within the church compounds or monasteries live in highly volatile conditions exposed to open discrimination and terror. The Serb private property is systematically being devastated, looted and burned, very often in front of eyes of the KFOR patrols. If the situation is not changed to better in a short time almost all Kosovo Serbs would be forced to leave the province. That is why our Church requires urgent measures by KFOR and UN Mission to secure at tolerable conditions and the future return of Serb refugees to Kosovo and Metohija.

	
	

	ANALYSIS:

· Lipljan

· Prizren

· Djakovica

· Decani

· Pec

· Srbica (Devic)

· Mitrovica

· Pristina

· Urosevac

CONCLUSION:

GENERAL 

RECOMMEDATIONS

	1. LIPLJAN: Passing through Lipljan at c. 9 a.m. we could see at least a dozen of Serb private cars heavily loaded with baggage. They were apparently leaving their homes because before leaving the monastery we learned from the local priest in Lipljan that during the previous night there had been a lot of harassments in the town. Reportedly, the KFOR was searching Serbian homes for weapons together with UCK members. Local Serbs are afraid and complain that at least three Serbs have been arrested and accused by their Albanian neighbors. The local priest informed us that Serbs have been almost completely expelled from block of appartments where they lived. The Albanians in laarge crowds walk around the Serb quarters and create tensions. One man in Lipljan is reported killed today. The priest says that KFOR informed him it was done by UCK while the rumors are spread among the people that he was killed by KFOR. The tensions in the town are increasing seriously.

Recommendation:

· Prevent forceful expulsions of Serbs from their flats.

· Offer a reliable information about the killed Serb civilian.

· Urgently confirm whether KFOR patrols performs searches together with UCK. If it is true we are seriously afraid that that could ruin all confidence in KFOR and create further mistrust. 

· Work more actively on calming down of situation in Lipljan area and prevent further leaving of Serbs.

2. PRIZREN: In Suva Reka and Prizren we could notice many UCK members in full or partial military uniforms. We could see no weapons, but the insignia of UCK was omnipresent despite the regulation that after the K+7 period UCK is not allowed to appear in uniform and with their insignia outside of assembly zones. 

The door of the Orthodox church in Suva Reka was seen wide open and the church has been demolished inside, but not burned, as we have learned earlier from our priests.

According to the assessments of our local priests there are only c. 350 Serbs in the city. The surrounding villages and suburbs have already been completely purged from Serb inhabitants. The largest concentration of our people in Prizren can be found in the Serb Orthodox Seminary (about 160 persons: Serbs, Slav Moslems and Gypsies) and around the Bishop's Residence. Both sites seem to be well secured by the German KFOR. Those who still live outside of these zones complain that they are exposed to great pressures and threats. 

Several people are reported missing, among them one of our monks Fr. Radoslav Hariton Lukic who was kidnapped by UCK on June 15. There are unconfirmed information that the UCK militants have killed recently a Serb priest near Prizren. Since there is no other priest missing we fear that Fr. Hariton might have been liquidated by UCK which has so far been denied by their authorities. 

Our people in Prizren do not enjoy free movement, complain of everyday harassments and looting of their private property. 

No damage of the church property in Prizren is reported. The neighboring monastery near Suva Reka (Holy Trinity) in Musutiste village was burned on June 14 (all Serb homes were also burned). The monastery of St. Mark near Prizren is feared to be demolished but it has not been fully confirmed yet.

The statue of Emperor Dusan near the city cathedral has been overthrown from the platform and lies on the ground apparently vandalized. The statue of Mr. Yastrebov, a Russian consul to Prizren (19th cent.) was devastated just in front of the Bishop's Residence too.

Near the church Bogorodica Ljeviska (14th cent.) two church houses were looted and are at the moment occupied by Albanians. While visiting the church Bishop Atanasije was verbally abused and some people from the crowd were crying out: "What are you looking for, this is a mosque, not a church?"

According to the report of the Russian Media (Voice of Russia) the Slav Moslem community in Dragas area (Goranci) are reported to have armed clashes with UCK and are trying to prevent them from occupying their villages. We have not had opportunity to fully confirm this news but remain worried for these people with whom our community always shared good relations.

Recommendations:

· Immediately request from UCK authorities to give a full and reliable information about Fr. Hariton and other kidnapped or missing Serb civillians.

· Check why the UCK members appear publicly in their uniforms despite the regulations.

· Continue securing of the Seminary, the Bishop's residence and the Church property in the city.

· Work more actively on securing free movement and basic human rights and security of our people in Prizren.

· Prevent and investigate the looting of private property, forceful occupations of Serb homes

· Continue to work on creation of the safe surrounding for the return of all refugees, including the fled Serbs.

3. DJAKOVICA: In this city which was severely damaged and devastated by Milosevic's forces there are almost no Serbs left. We found 10 elderly women in the parish house, near the old Serb church compound, and heard from them that in Djakovica there were only 30 Serb civilians left (mostly women). The church compound is guarded by the Italian KFOR, but outside of it there is no adequate security for Serbs. These Serb civilians lack food and other essentials since the local Albanians refuse, as we heard, to sell them anything. 

The Serb property has been systematically looted. The new church in the city center is undamaged from outside, as well as the chapel at the city Orthodox cemetery. We do not know in what state are interiors of these two sanctuaries.

The UCK uniformed men in Djakovica can be seen everywhere as well as in Prizren. The presence of KFOR is surprisingly sparse, even casual, compared to the British and German sector. 

Recommendation:

· Secure the safety of the Church refuge and work with the local authorities and KFOR to make better conditions for the remaining Serb civilians.

· Take care of the protection of the Christian Orthodox shrines in the area, especially the new church in the main city square.

4. DECANI: In Decani there are only 21 Serb civilians out of 718 who lived there before. They have found refuge in the Orthodox Monastery near Decani. Beside the Serb IDP's in the monastery there are 40 Gypsies and one Slav Moslem family who were expelled from their homes by UCK, as they told us. The monastery has also offered refuge to several more Serb civilians from Djakovica and Pec. They complain that they feel no safety to go to their homes or move freely. Some of them tried to visit their homes but were threatened by UCK to be slaughtered.

Decani monastery as well as the monastery in Pec are threatened by some Albanian extremists to be burned to ashes because they gave protection to Serb and Gypsy civilians. Decani Monastery had previously given refuge not only to Serb but also to 150 Albanian civilians during the most difficult times and saved them from Milosevic's paramilitaries. The monks say they feel obliged to help anyone who asks help and protection.

The monastery itself is well secured by the Italian KFOR. The cooperation with the local KFOR has so far been very satisfactory. Nevertheless when we were approaching the monastery a Serb house which was built on the monastery estate had just been put to fire. Curiously enough it is only a couple of hundred yards from the nearest KFOR base and their check point near the monastery. The brotherhood is seriously alarmed that unidentified groups of Albanians who are supposed to be members ofUCK might endanger safety of this most important Orthodox monastery (14th century shrine, protected by UNESCO). The monks are absolutely not free to travel anywhere without an escort despite their active help to the local Albanians during the war. 

All local civil institutions in Decani are in hands of UCK. In the town we could see no presence of KFOR (except the vicinity of the monastery). 

The locals claim that the border with Albania wide open and various gangs of robbers are said to be looting even the Albanian property. We ourselves could see many cars with Albanian registration plates, often loaded by furniture and other possesions. On our way we could notice at least two millitary vehicles with Albanian registration plates.

Recommendations: 

· Decani Monastery and its estate must be more adequately secured from intruders. The area around the monastery is not inhabited at all and movements of UCK in the very vicinity of the monastery creates tension and great concern of the monks and civilians who have found refuge in this shrine. The property of the monastery for which a legal documentation exists must be fully secured by KFOR. 

· The town must be better secured by KFOR so that Serb and other non-Albanian civilians might feel more secure to go back to their homes and have free movement.

· The Serb property must be more effectively protected from robbers who very often loot and burn private property just in front of KFOR soldiers.

5. PEC: In Pec area in which before lived several dozens of thousands of Serbs now there are not more than c. 1300 persons. In the city the number of people is dwindling every day. Approaching Pec we could see many houses burning, especially in the quarters of the city in which Serbs had lived before they left the city.

The main refuge center in Pec is the Patriarchate of Pec Monastery in the western outskirts of the city. The monastery is adequately secured by the Italian KFOR and there are at least 50 Serb civilians who found refuge there. Only several days ago there were about 300 civilians, many of whom have left Kosovo so far. 

The Orthodox church with the parish center in the city, just near the KFOR command center in Metohija hotel, was disturbed several times so far by unindentified Albanians. A day before UCK members beat the local priest Fr. Miljko Koricanac, put him a knife under his throat and requested him to leave the church and his home in a two hours time because "no Serb priests were needed in a Greater Albania". It was only after this incident that the KFOR secured a permanent guard for the church compound despite many requests by Bishop Amfilohije from the monastery in the last few days.

The remaining Serb civilians in the city, outside from the monastery, are exposed to immense pressures, threats, at least 30 people were reportedly arrested by UCK and are missing ever since. Serb homes are systematically looted and often burned or occupied by the Albanians. 

In the course of previous two weeks about 20 Serbs were killed, at least two women were raped, only in one house 10 Serb unidentified bodies were found, according to the reports of our priests.

The KFOR presence, as elsewhere in the Italian sector, is rather sparse which does not encourage Serbs to move freely nor gives a reliable assurance that lives and property of Serbs can be effectively protected.

All city institutions have been taken by Albanians and UCK exclusively. Local Serbs do not feel encouraged at all to ask any medical service from the hospital which is now entirely in hands of Albanians, without a single Serb doctor. That situation, according to our knowledge, is the same in Prizren and Djakovica as well, which is an additional reason for many Serbs to leave these cities.

The neighboring compact Serb villages: Bijelo Polje, Vitomirica, Gorazdevac with their parish churches have been almost entirely burned according to the reports which were given to us by our parish priests. On our way from Pec towards Djurakovac we could see three houses which have just been put to flames. In the distance, towards Istok, we could see a lot of smoke. Local Serbs complain that KFOR does very little to prevent this barbarism.

The Orthodox church in Djurakovac has been demolished and the smashed doors are still wide open. The monks from Decani have managed, under heavy KFOR escort and protection, to save a few undestroyed church valuables and icons. The priest's house was looted but still not burned. 

The Serb Orthodox priests in Pec area are not often allowed to attend funerals at cemeteries and are threatened to be killed by Albanian extremists.

Withing the triangle Pec – Istok - Klina there are almost no remaining Serbs. Their property is systematically looted and in most cases burned as we learned and in some instances witnessed ourselves. 

Recommendations:

· The Patriarchate of Pec as a most important religious Christian shrine in Pec as well as the Orthodox parish center in the city must remain fully secured.

· The presence of KFOR in Pec and elsewhere in the Italian sector must urgently be increased which could create at least some better conditions for general security and order. It is our general assessment that the Italian KFOR beside their obvious efforts is not at least so effective as KFOR in the British and US sector. If the situation is not rapidly changed there is a grave danger that all Serbs might soon leave the Pec area. 

· The systematic looting and burning of Serb property must be immediately brought to an end. It is unacceptable for KFOR authorities to tolerate open vandalism in the middle of the day. Only more effective and even more robust measures by KFOR might, in our opinion, create somewhat better conditions for the return of Serb refugees and IDP's. The absence of effective action of KFOR to prevent atrocities and looting is often understand by local Serbs as a tacit approval of general disorder and chaos.

6. SRBICA (DEVIC MONASTERY): In Srbica town there are no more Serb inhabitants and their flats have been occupied by Albanians. 

Devic Monastery, the most important Orthodox Christian shrine in the area, was severely looted by UCK at least during three days when the nuns and their priest were kept captives and seriously harassed. The economic building in the field near the monastery was looted several times before. The most holy shrine in the convent, the tomb of the local saint St. Joanikije, has been violated and a marble cover smashed. The nuns complain that all their agricultural machines were stolen by UCK including their own personal belongings. The monastery priest monk was beaten and the sisters were harassed and insulted in a rude way. As what almost all Serbs whom we have met told us, the sisters said that they had openly warned to leave because the country had now became a part of Albania. The old 15th cent. frescoes were damaged and on one of them there is an inscription "UCK".

The monastery is now guarded by the French KFOR and the sisters say that they are satisfied with protection. They nevertheless cannot freely travel and leave their shrine without an escort, which stands for all Serb Orthodox clergy in the province.

Despite a rather heavy presence of KFOR in Srbica the UCK soldiers are moving freely in their uniforms in the streets of the town.

Recommendations:

· The monastery of Devic must remain fully secured in future.

7. MITROVICA: We only passed through the southern part of Mitrovica but could see a lot of smoke rising in different quarters of the city. We did not visit the Serb community in the city on this occasion but we hear the news that they generally remain seriously concerned for their safety and future.

The Serbian Orthodox Church in the southern part of the city seems to be well preserved and intact. It is guarded by a KFOR armored vehicle.

On our way towards Pristina we could see several houses burning near the main road as well as in the distance. The parish church in Velika Reka was seen burned and the former refugee camp for Krajina Serbs occupied by Albanians now.

8. PRISTINA: On our return to the monastery we heard that last night two Serb houses near the old church in Pristina (Valjevska street) were put to fire. In the morning, one of our priests told us, one more house was burned and several Serb families expelled from their homes. The situation remains volatile especially in Drinska street and the wider neighborhood of the old Orthodox church.

Our local priest who lives in a Church owned house a few hundred yards away from the church (Miladina Popovica 29) was threatened at least three times by unknown Albanians who warned him to leave Pristina in 5 days or he will be killed. 

Our priest from Urosevac who is temporarily residing in Pristina evacuated from Urosevac this morning about 20 Serb civilians whom he picked up from the railway station in Urosevac. He told us that the last 50 remaining Serbs in the city of Urosevac were all expelled from their homes and after the evacuation of the mentioned group, about 30 people still wait at the station to be evacuated. They all complained to have been harassed and that their homes had been looted and mostly burned afterwards. A lot of smoke was reportedly seen in the vicinity of Urosevac, apparently from abandoned Serb villages.

On our return to Gracanica we were informed that yesterday three Serbs were killed and three kidnapped in Gojbulja village, near Vucitrn (French Sector). We visited the village 10 days ago and the villagers were not complaining of any difficulties then. Now they say that they were attacked by UCK and warned to leave the province altogether. 

The general situation concerning the security and survival of the Serb inhabitants of Kosovo and Metohija remains rather grave and discouraging. The number of Serbs is dwindling from day to day, our people are expelled from their homes and flats, their property is systematically looted and devastated, many of them have found their last refuge in church compounds and monasteries. Still at least 140 people are missing. About 80-100 people have been reported killed in the course of the last two weeks. Hundreds of houses have been burned, very often under the immediate presence of the KFOR. The situation in the Italian sector (West – North West) remains the most alarming. These areas (Djakovica – Decani – Pec) are almost entirely purged from Serbs. The monasteries in Decani and Pec remain the last Serb refuges in the area. The presence of UCK in the Western and Northern part of Kosovo can be easily seen everywhere. The people in UCK uniforms freely walk around and overtake all important civil services and institutions. The presence of any UN civil authorities is non-existent. By the time when these authorities are formed there will be only Albanians living in these areas and there will be no remnants of multiethnicity or multiculturality. 

According to our knowledge the areas inhabited by Serbs are:

· Pristina and the nearby villages (especially Gracanica, Laplje Selo, Caglavica, Kosovo Polje etc)

· Eastern part of the province around Gnjilane and Kamenica

· Nothern part of the province (north from Mitrovica and around Zubin Potok)

· Isolated enclaves in the Western part of Kosovo and Metohija (Orahovac and Velika Hoca)

It is our general assessment that if the circle of violence, uncontrolled retaliation and crimes is not brought to an end as soon as possible there is a danger that even the more stabile Serb enclaves might come under the pressure of extremists and be forced to leave the province. That would make Kosovo very soon empty of Serbs. The Serbian Orthodox Church is ready to continue cooperating with KFOR and UN Mission only in an extent of how these international forces and institutions are in reality ready and resolute to effectively secure the survival of our people and its protection.

The Serbian Orthodox Church strongly appeals on KFOR Headquarters and the UN Mission Officials in Kosovo to undertake all necessary measures to  secure the physical and spiritual survival of the Serbian people in the province. 

1. Work actively on calming down the tensions in the province, especially in Pec, Mitrovica and Lipljan.

2. The additional KFOR troops should be deployed as soon as possible (especially in the Italian sector) and give a wider mandate to KFOR patrols in preventing every kind of disorder against civillians which they encounter. The KFOR mandate must be more robust and more public order must be enforced as soon as possible.

3. The UCK controlled and exclusively ethnic Albanian administration must be put under control by the UN authorities and the security conditions for the return of Serb refugees must be created with clear commitment to preserve multiethnic character of Kosovo. KFOR must not tolerate that self-appointed Albanian authorities carry on police and judicial activities on their own and making undiscriminate revenge over Serb and other non-Albanian civilians.

4. KFOR mission should act more effectively against various gangs of robbers and protect the private property. It is utterly inacceptable for KFOR patrols to watch looting and burning of houses passively because in that way they become accomplices of these crimes.

5. Any discrimination of Serbs must be prevented and they as all other non-Albanians must be effectively protected from harassments of uncontrolled crowd.

6. More effective meassures should be undertaken to prevent forceful expulsion of Serb inhabitants from their family homes and flats. Forcefully occupied Serb homes must be returned to their lawful owners in due time and the problems of accomodation for Albanian refugees must not be resolved by allowing uncontrolled terror over the Serb civilians.

7. KFOR should more actively require cooperation of UCK in finding or freeing of kidnapped and abducted Serbs.

8. Cultural and religious Serb monuments must be additionally secured and protected from devastation and looting.

9. The disarming of the Serb population must go parallely with disarming of UCK and must not be performed jointly by KFOR and UCK members.

10. We require more effective control of the Kosovo-Albania border. While on one hand all cars entering Kosovo from Central Serbia are thoroughly searched there is a general impression that many vehicles including military ones cross the border from Albania without any control or search.

11. Kosovo Albanian leaders and their community must be demonstrated a clear message that this province will never become a part of Europe and the democratic world unless its inhabitants fully comply with the rules and standards of the Western democratic society. The statements in which there is absence of that clear message or even too much "understanding" for the rage and revenge of the Kosovo Albanians against Serbs, are directly or indirectly in function of encouragement of various extremists and are directed against the implementation of the UN Security Council resolution.


BISHOP ARTEMIJE OF RASKA AND PRIZREN

BISHOP ATANASIJE OF MOSTAR AND HERCEGOVINA

Mr. Momcilo Trajkovic, the Leader of the Serbian Democratic Movement

